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Introduction 
 

In October 2018, Jan and I booked a trip to South America with the MS Marco Polo. This 
book contains the first half of the travel reports of this cruise in 2019. It is about the voyage 
from Bussum (Netherlands) to Ushuaia (Argentina), as written in blog 1 - 8 on 
reisblog.miekedewaal.nl. I have added more text and pictures. 

About the trip 

The trip was offered by Cruise & Maritime Voyages (CMV), a British shipping company with 
various small and medium-sized vessels. 
It was a 70 day cruise from Bristol and the trip lasted 73 days for us. 
On 4 January 2019 we went to Bristol with our own car via the ferry Hook of Holland - 
Harwich. From Bristol we sailed to Lisbon and from there to Madeira. We crossed over to 
South America from the Cape Verde Islands. In Recife (Brazil) we started the tour of South 
America. We sailed to the south to Cape Horn and then through some quiet passages to the 
north again to the Panama Canal. We visited a few Caribbean islands and began the journey 
back via the Azores to Bristol. Finally, we went home by car and ferry and arrived there on 
18 March 2019. 

Itinerary ‘Grand Circle South America Voyage’ 2019 

 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbindex/zuid_amerika_2019.jpg
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 Date  Port  Arrive  Depart  
 Part one travel report   
04/01/19 Hoek van Holland - 2200 
05/01/19 Harwich 0630  
06/01/19  Bristol Avonmouth (United Kingdom)  -  1500  
07/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
08/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
09/01/19  Lisbon (Portugal)  0700  1800  
10/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
11/01/19  Funchal, Madeira (Portugal)  0700  1630  
12/01/19  Las Palmas, Gran Canaria (Spain)  1300  2300  
13/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
14/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
15/01/19  Mindelo, São Vicente (Cape Verde)  0800  1900  
16/01/19  Praia Santiago (Cape Verde)  0800  1400  
17/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
18/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
19/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
20/01/19  Natal (Brazil)  0800  1800  
21/01/19  Recife (Brazil)  0800  1700  
22/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
23/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
24/01/19  Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)  1400  -  
25/01/19  Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)  -  0000  
26/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
27/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
28/01/19  At Sea  -  -  
29/01/19  Buenos Aires (Argentina)  0800  -  
30/01/19  Buenos Aires (Argentina)  -  2000  
31/01/19  Montevideo (Uruguay)  0800  -  
01/02/19  Montevideo (Uruguay)  -  1500  
02/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
03/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
04/02/19  Port Stanley (Falkland Islands)  0900  1900  

05/02/19  Carcass Island (Falkland Islands)  0800  1900  

06/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
07/02/19  Punta Arenas (Chile)  0800  1700  
08/02/19  Ushuaia (Argentina)  1300  2100  
 Part two travel report   
09/02/19  Cape Horn (Chile)  -  -  

09/02/19  Alberto de Agostini National Park (Chile)   1700  -  

10/02/19  Alberto de Agostini National Park (Chile)  -  0315  

11/02/19  English Narrows Passage  0515  1545  

12/02/19  Darwin & Moraleda Canal Passage  0645  1615  

13/02/19  Puerto Montt (Chile)  0800  1800  
14/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
15/02/19  Valparaíso for Santiago (Chile)  1200  -  
16/02/19  Valparaíso for Santiago (Chile)  -  2000  
17/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
18/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
19/02/19  Arica (Chile)  0800  1800  
20/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
21/02/19  Callao for Lima (Peru)  0700  2300  
22/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
23/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
24/02/19  Guayaquil (Ecuador)  0700  -  
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25/02/19  Guayaquil (Ecuador)  -  1700  
26/02/19  Manta (Ecuador)  0800  1500  
27/02/19  At Sea  -  -  
28/02/19  Transit Panama Canal  -  -  
01/03/19  Cartagena (Colombia)  1300  2100  
02/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
03/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
04/03/19  Kingstown, St. Vincent (St. Vincent and the Grenadines)  0700  1230  
04/03/19  Bequia (St. Vincent and the Grenadines)  1430  0000  

05/03/19  Mayreau (St. Vincent and the Grenadines)  0600  2000  

06/03/19  Bridgetown (Barbados)  0700  1700  
07/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
08/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
09/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
10/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
11/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
12/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
13/03/19  Ponta Delgada, Sao Miguel, Azores (Portugal)  0800  1300  
14/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
15/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
16/03/19  At Sea  -  -  
17/03/19  Bristol Avonmouth (United Kingdom)  0330  -  
 Harwich - 2300 
18/03/19 Hoek van Hollland 0800 - 
 
Note: In the event of adverse weather/sea conditions that prevent the ship from calling at one of the scheduled 
ports, alternative arrangements will be made where possible.  
 

 Land by launch or tender    Viewing Only  
 

About de Blog 

I had to figure out an easy way to share my stories and photos of our cruise. Facebook was 
out of the question, because I did not like the idea a lot of people knowing that we were not 
home for so long and also because not all my friends have a Facebook account. 
I preferred a smart phone app. It is not practical to send messages with a laptop in a port, 
where you cannot sit and where you have to share the Internet connection with a lot of 
cruise passengers and the crew members.  
The app, which I used during the Cuba cruise, does not work well on my new smart phone. 
Other smart phone apps had bad reviews from other users or did not fulfil my requirements. 
So I decided to program my own weblog and to place it on my website. The blog is called 
reisblog.miekedewaal.nl ( 'reis' means travel or voyage). I have a way to store data on my 
website in a very fast way. 
The communication with my friends was as follows: 
I sent an email to my friends with a link to the latest story with pictures (Dutch and English). 
I made a start page with: 
 

 blog archives 

 itinerary 

 our last position on the Google maps  

 a guestbook. 

http://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/
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Blog 1 Bussum – Bristol  

On the way to the cruise terminal 4 - 6 January 

The trip from Bussum to Bristol went fine. We were at the ferry in Hook of Holland in time. 
On board we decided to start our voyage with a fine meal.  
We slept well and on Saturday the 5th  we were in Harwich at 6.30 local time and we 
disembarked at 7.30.  
The drive to Bristol went faster than the last time. It took us 6 hours then. Now we arrived at 
approximately 10.45 in Bristol. However it took a long time to find the hotel. It was 
somewhere hidden in Cribbs Causeway, an extended shopping area in Bristol.  
 
 
 

 
Dining room ferry Hoek van Holland – Harwich 

 
When we finally found it, we waited for our friends from Wales, whom we met on our cruise 
to Mexico and Cuba. It was heart warming to meet them again. They spoiled us with belated 
Christmas presents and treated us with a nice lunch and dinner. The time to say goodbye 
came to quick. 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag1/01_20190104_200454.jpg
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Bristol shopping centre with our friends 

 
 
The drive to the Cruise port on Sunday 6 January took us 8 minutes. Now it was time to say 
goodbye and leave our car in the car park for 70 days under a cover to protect it against the 
winter weather and the seagulls. 
The check-in procedure went a little bit messy. Finally we went on board at 13.00, just in 
time for the lunch. At the end of the afternoon we attended the lifeboat drill and then we 
could unpack. 
 

  
Our covered car Finally . . . 

 
At dinner we met our table companions and we were lucky again, they were very nice. One 
couple was Dutch and the other couple British. We spent a lot of time with the Dutch couple, 
they are of our age and the man has been a sailor too, just as Jan. 
 
 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag1/02_20190105_140853.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag1/03_IMG_0054.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag1/04_20190106_124937.jpg
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Marco Polo, refurbished bistro 

At sea 7 - 8 January 

Monday was Jan's birthday and I decorated our cabin a little. The waiters in the dining room 
sung a birthday song and we all got a piece of cake. And now Jan joins the club of the 
seventies. 
Tuesday we did our first painting class and that morning we started with our daily ‘walk a 
mile‘ on the upper deck. 
Until now we had a rather calm sea, except near the north of Portugal, where it was a little 
bit rough. The weather forecast for the next week was very good. 
 

 
Decoration birthday Jan 

  

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag1/05_20190108_113128.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag1/06_IMG_0058.jpg
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Blog 2: Lisbon and Funchal 

Lisbon 9 January 

Lisbon was our first port of call after Bristol. The start of this cruise was good.  
We had lovely weather in Lisbon, it was sunny and not too cold (16° C). We did no organized 
excursion, but went with the two of us to the town. It was our third time in Lisbon. Last time, 
I had a light pneumonia and Jan went alone to visit the old part of Lisbon.  
 

 
Walking route Lissabon 

 
  
This time (9 January) we visited the castle on the hill and went down by an elevator. 
Downtown we admired some old buildings. There was a nice Cape Verde band playing at the 
boulevard. We bought their CD. It sounded very Brazilian.  
 

  
Old city Tram 28 

 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~00_lissabonroute.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~02a_20190109_144433.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~01_20190109_110758.jpg
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Cruzes da Sé 13-15 

 

 
Castelo de São Jorge (old Moorish castle) 

 

  
Rua Augusta with elevator Santa Justa Rua Augusta and Arco 

 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nlafbverslag2/~01b_0190109_105949.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nlafbverslag2/~01c_20190109_110022.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~02_20190109_121003.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.n/lafbverslag2/~02a_20190109_144433.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.n/lafbverslag2/~02b_20190109_144639.jpg
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Praça do Comércio  – Joseph 1 of Portugal Band Nôs Raíz from Cape Verde 

 

Funchal, Madeira 11 January 

Our visit to Madeira on Friday 11 January was good too. It was sunny and not too hot. 
One of our lecturers, a biologist (Sue Walsh), had spoken about a beautiful orchid garden, 
named Quinta da Boa Vista. 
We walked up the hill and finally we found this garden. The lecturer made an 
understatement, the garden was overwhelming. There are a lot of species in the greenhouse 
and besides the orchids they have an impressive garden. Back in town we had a belated 
lunch and after that we went back to the ship. 
 
 
 

 
Walking route Madeira 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~03_20190109_150410.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~04_20190109_150925
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~04a_madeiraroute.jpg
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Placa central da Avenida a  Arriaga 

 

 
 

Orchid garden Quinta da Boa Vista Funchal 
 

 
Orchid garden Quinta da Boa Vista Funchal 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~05_20190111_095906.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~09_20190111_122707.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~07_IMG_0083.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~08_20190111_121114.jpg
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Orchid garden Quinta da Boa Vista Funchal 

 

  
Funchal: Restaurant Noit Escura Funchal: Rua de Sante Maria 

 

 
Marco Polo: the small ship to the right of the large ship 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~09b_20190111_122436.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~10_20190111_135656.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.n/lafbverslag2/~10a_20190111_143012.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag2/~06_20190111_113508.jpg
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Blog 3 Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 12 January 

 
Marco Polo  

 

When we arrived in the port of Las Palmas, we joined four other cruise ships. One of them 
was a monster ship with 6600 passengers. The Marco Polo, our ship, has accommodation for 
800 passengers only. She was the smallest one and we think the most beautiful. 
 

  
Jan did not like the monster ship and turned his 

back on it. 
He liked this one 

 
We had decided not to book an excursion in Gran Canaria. Last time when we were there 
(2018), we visited the Aegate Archaeological Park. The trip to the park was wonderful and in 
the park we visited the remains of the tombs of which some are over 1300 years old.  

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/01verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/02verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/02a_jansa (73).jpg
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Walking route las Palmas 

 
This time we planned to visit a park in Las Palmas, but it was so small, that we overlooked it. 
We went to the boulevard instead and we concluded that we never would book a holiday in 
this place. Look at the pictures and judge for yourselves. At the end of the boulevard we had 
a nice view at the sea. We took pictures and went back. We saw no other option than to go 
for a glass of wine and so we did. 
 

 
We don’t like this view 

 

  
We like these 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/04a_laspalmasroute2.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/05verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/03verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/04verslag3.jpg
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Drinking wine and checking the messages 

 
 
The next two days were sea days. We sailed to the Cape Verde islands. 
We had very busy days with the painting class, attending a lot of lectures, the ballroom and 
Latin dancing class and we walked our 'mile' on deck. Actually it was more; we walk half an 
hour to burn the calories and to stay fit. 
Some of the passengers saw jumping dolphins. Jan and I noticed an albatross, when we were 
walking on the deck. Jan even spotted a sprouting whale, whilst I was working at my 
computer in my cabin. 
 

  
 

  

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/06verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/07verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/08verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/09verslag3.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/10verslag3.jpg


17 
 

After our visit to Cape Verde Islands we sailed to Brazil. 
We hoped the Wi-Fi connection in Cape Verde and South America would be good. Till now 
we had an internet connection with our Dutch provider, because we were still in European 
territory. That was over now. So we expected that the frequency of my blog would be low. 
But I hoped to be able to send pictures of the penguins of the Falklands! 
 

Blog 4 Cape Verde  

Cape Verde Islands 

We sailed on the 12 January from Las Palmas to Cape Verde.  
Cape Verde is a tropical archipelago of 9 volcanic islands in the Atlantic Ocean. The islands 
are situated far apart. It takes several days to visit them all. 
Portuguese explorers discovered the islands in the 15th century. The islands grew 
economically through the slave trade.  
After the revolution in Portugal in 1974 Cape Verde became an independent country.  
The parliament consists of 60% women. A lot of women in the country are well educated, 
but are unemployed. The men leave to other countries for jobs and that’s why the 
parliament has a majority of female representatives. 
The official language is Portuguese; however most of the people speak Creole. Cape Verde 
intends to change the official language into Creole, in the parliament they already speak it. It 
will be the first country with a Creole university.  
The island is poor, due to a lack of natural resources.  
The Chinese have a great influence on the country. They have financed the renovation of the 
presidential palace; they are building three large casinos. They settle villages in the 
neighbourhood of the casinos and have improved a number of roads in the country. I think 
we probably have been there just in time, to see a rather unspoiled country without mass 
tourism. 
We loved our visit to the islands. The Cape Verde people are very friendly and proud of their 
country. 

 
Frigate bird above the Marco Polo  

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag3/11verslag3.jpg
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Mindelo (São Vincente) 15 January 
 

 
Mindelo: view from the ship 

 
Our first port of call on the 15th of January was Mindelo on São Vicente. We already visited 
this island in 2014 and did an interesting tour then and saw the touristic hot spots. This time 
we walked in the city and on the beach. 
  

  
Tourist Information (WIFI) Market hall 

 

 
Route Mindelo 

 
Mindelo is a small town with a nice beach. Near the sea is a copy of the Belem tower in 
Lisbon. There is a market hall with vegetables and a fish market.  

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/01verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/02verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/03verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/01aroutemindelo.jpg
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The people of Cape Verde attach much value to education and there are a lot of schools and 
a university. The fee depends on the parent’s income. 
The weather was very sunny and windy. 
 

 
Mindelo beach 

Praia (Santiago) 16 January 

The next day we visited Praia, the capital of Cape Verde, on the island Santiago. We 
attended an excursion and visited the old town, with the government buildings and a lovely 
shopping centre with small shops and a market hall. When we were near the by Chinese 
restored presidential palace, the prime minister just arrived with an escort of cars. The final 
place in the town was the Archaeological Museum. 

 

  
Market hall Presidential palace 

 
Our next stop was an old fort, where the slaves were treated awfully. 
Our last stop was a UNESCO World Heritage site, the Cidade Velha, the oldest settlement in 
the Cape Verde Islands. Before we went back to our ship, we visited a venue for drinks and 
some Cape Verde women gave a performance of Batuco dancing and singing. The music was 
made by striking their hands on a kind of plastic pillow. The sound was loud and rhythmic. 
The guide of our tour was a nice man, who told many facts about the history of the country. 
We look back at a very successful excursion. 
 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/04verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/05verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/06verslag4.jpg
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Praia: fort 

 

  
Children imitating their dancing mothers Break for the Batuco singers 

 

 
Cidade Velha , Ruha Bananas 

 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/07verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/09verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/10verslag4.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag4/08verslag4.jpg
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Blog 5 Brazil part 1 
 
After Cape Verde we sailed to Brazil in 3½ days. The sea was very calm, the temperature got 
higher and higher because we were near the Equator. It was hard to imagine that the Dutch 
people in the Netherlands had the 'skate fever' and that the open waters had been frozen. 
So was our pond in Bussum!  
On sea days we preferred to be in air-conditioned places to perform our activities, such as 
dancing, painting, attending interesting lectures and chatting with nice people. We also read, 
did crossword puzzles and of course I had to work at my blogs.  

Brazil 

Brazil is the world's 5th largest country by area and the 5th most by population. 
The Portuguese claimed the land in 1508. In 1822 it became an independent constitutional 
monarchy, the Empire of Brazil. After a coup it became a republic in 1889.  
The land has known more than one military coup. The present government is democratically 
chosen, after the impeachment of the former president, she was accused of corruption. The 
Brazilian people think that corruption is one of the major problems of Brazil. 
The last few years the country has become more and more extreme right. An evangelistic 
religion has a lot of influence. They are against gay people, feminism, abortion and drugs. 
The present president wants to economically exploit the Amazon area at the cost of the 
inhabitants, the native Indians and of nature. Cultivating this region has an immense effect 
on the global warming of the earth.  
The president and his followers argue that the best time for Brazil, was during the dictatorial 
regime from 1964-1985. 

Natal 20 January 

 
Route Natal 

 
 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/00routenatal.jpg
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Our first port of call in Brazil was Natal. It is a large city of approximately 803,000 
inhabitants. Natal is built on sand and it has great beaches. However, we did not visit the 
beach, but one of the suburbs. There the Capoeira community 'Boa Vintade' lives.  
 

  
Area of the Capoeira community Entrance Boa Vintade 

 
The Capoeira is a Brazilian martial art that combines elements of dance, acrobatics and 
music. It was developed in Brazil mainly by West African descendents with native Brazilian 
influences and it is most likely that it started in the 16th century. There are quick and 
complex moves, kicks and spins. 
A group of Capoeira dancers and masters teach the local community of Natal the art of the 
dance. This project is initiated by a social worker, also a Capoeira dancer, who intends to 
keep the children from the drugs and the gangs and to stimulate them to work at their 
future. 

 

 
Demonstration Capoeira dance 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/04verslag5.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/01verslag5.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/03verslag5.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/02verslag5.jpg
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The children were very good and had a lot of fun in showing us their arts. Parents, family and 
friends of the children attended too and they enjoyed it as well as the tourists. There was 
extra police to watch whether everything was going well. The trip from the Marco Polo to 
the Capoeira group led us through poor neighbourhoods. 
 

 
View of the city and the Newton Navarro bridge from the Centro de Turismo 

 
The Marco Polo should leave at 17.00, but the Brazilian customs did not bring back our 
passports in time, so we left half an hour later. 
 

 
The gangway taken on board 

Recife 21 January  

Recife is also a very large city, it has approximately 1.6 million inhabitants. The city was 
founded by Dutch colonists. The Dutch invaded the area in 1637 and Prince Maurice of 
Nassau conducted an urbanization plan, defined a layout for the streets and for bridges and 
began to build the city. The Dutch were expelled in 1654, but Recife kept growing. 
 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/05verslag5.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/05averslag5.jpg
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Recife: cruise terminal 

 
This time we went to the city on our own. The cruise terminal was not far away from the old 
centre. On our way to the centre we passed an art centre with an outdoor exposition 
 

 
Centro de Artesanato de Pernambuco 

   

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/06verslag5.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag5/06bverslag5.jpg
file:///C:/Users/Mieke/Websites/Reisblog/afbverslag5/07averslag5.jpg
file:///C:/Users/Mieke/Websites/Reisblog/afbverslag5/07bverslag5.jpg
file:///C:/Users/Mieke/Websites/Reisblog/afbverslag5/07cverslag5.jpg
file:///C:/Users/Mieke/Websites/Reisblog/afbverslag5/07dverslag5.jpg


25 
 

 
Route Recife 

 
We walked on a large boulevard with a view at the sea and there was a refreshing breeze. To 
reach the centre, we had to cross a bridge, because this old part with restored and neglected 
old buildings is situated on an island.  
 

  
Recife: old city 

 

 
Recife: old and new buildings 
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There were many policemen on the streets of the old touristic centre.  
We admired the old buildings and continued our way by crossing a second bridge and 
suddenly we were in a total different area. It was not touristic here and there were a lot of 
shops and market places. We heard a terrible noise and saw a demonstration of about 50 
people. They obstructed the traffic and the drivers of the cars were angry and used their 
horns. We could not discover where the people were marching against.  
We continued our way, but after a while we decided to go back. The streets smelled of urine 
and we got wet of the dripping water from the air conditionings, which were placed against 
the walls of the buildings. 
We went back over the Prince Maurice of Nassau Bridge and we found it was a beautiful 
bridge.  
 

 
Demonstration 

 
 
It was about 32° C and we decided to drink a glass of cold Brazilian beer. It tasted not bad. 
Jan bought a wonderful necklace with a guitar for me. After that we went to the ship to 
enjoy a late lunch. 
The Marco Polo left in time for two days sailing to Rio de Janeiro. 
 

 
Prince Maurice of Nassau bridge 
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Blog 6 Brazil part 2 

Rio de Janeiro  24 January 

Rio de Janeiro is founded in 1665 by the Portuguese and it became the capital of Brazil in 
1763. It remained the capital until 1960, when Brasilia became the capital. 
 
Actually I didn't feel like going to Rio de Janeiro. I had heard so many negative stories about 
visiting the city. I had the idea that I had to be extremely careful all the time. But how wrong 
I was! Of course one has to watch out, just as in Amsterdam or London. And it is not wise to 
visit the favelas, because these are dangerous. Except for these places Rio is wonderful and 
we have seen a lot, as far as it is possible in two days. In fact it was 1½ day. The Brazilian 
pilot was delayed and we berthed at about 15.30. 
 
The sailing to the port was beautiful. We stand on the deck for more than 2 hours to admire 
the nature and to see Rio at last. 
From far away you could see the Sugar Loaf Mountain and the statue of Christ the Redeemer 
and the famous beeches. I was the first to discover the statue (without binoculars). It proved 
that my eye operation in 2016, removing cataract and replacing my eye lenses, was a 
success. Before the operation I could hardly see the difference between a seagull and a 
pigeon. 
 

 
The coastal route to Rio de Janeiro 
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Jan on deck next to our cabin 

 

  
Sugar Loaf Mountain, beach, Christ statue 

(small) 
Rio de Janeiro 

 
There were several large ships in the cruise port and they had left a very tiny place for the 
Marco Polo. But our first mate did a good job and manoeuvred us right between the floating 
hotels. 
When we went to our cabin, we saw that we had a view on the Christ statue.  
 
In the afternoon we visited the shopping centre of the town with Emma and Koos, our Dutch 
table mates. They had visited Rio before and took us with the free tram, which halted right 
before the cruise terminal. Public transport is free for people over 65 and so are some 
museums.  
Jan tried to take money from different ATM machines, but the machines did not accept his 
card. So we went back to the ship without new Real’s. 
 

  
Old and new shops in the centre 
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Rio de Janeiro 25 January 

The next day we had planned the excursion 'Views of Rio', a tour by coach of about 4 hours.  
Our guide was born in Scotland and he lived in Brazil for 31 years. He talked for 4 hours long! 
We choose not to visit the Sugar Loaf Mountain and the Christ statue for several reasons. 
The queues and the waiting times are long, we have fear of heights and up there is often a 
mist, so you miss the view. 
 

 
Route excursion Rio de Janeiro 

 
Our tour brought us to different parts of the city like Sambrodomo, which is famous for its 
Carnival parade. We drove through rich neighbourhoods and we passed several favelas. Rio 
has approximately 7½ million inhabitants of which 20% live in favelas. 
 

  
Favela Avenida das Américas 

 
We saw the beaches of Ipanema and Copacabana. 
Rio has 39 tunnels and we passed seven of them. There is a lot of traffic congestion. Some 
say that it is preferable to use a bike in the city 
Rio has 160 km (99 miles) of cycle paths, through the city and along beaches. There are 600 
bikes and 60 stations where you can rent them, by using your smart phone. The company is 
partly sponsored by the Rio municipal government.  
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Rent-a-bike 

 

 

 
Hang glider beach 

 
At the end of the excursion, we visited the Cathedral, which is inspired by the Mayan 
temples. It is wonderful. 
 

 
Cathedral de São Sebastião 
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In the afternoon we went to the Museum of the Future. We walked to the museum and we 
admired the beautiful street art from Kobra on the walls and buildings. 
Because we didn't have Brazilian money, we hoped that we were allowed to pay the 
museum with a credit card. However the admittance was free for people over 65.  
The museum is very impressive; it is modern with a lot of technology in it. The exhibition 
proves that some Brazilian people are aware that we have to be very careful with our world 
and our nature. In Rio youngsters under 18 are also free of admittance and there were a lot 
of young people. So there may be hope for a green future in Brazil! 
 

 
Street art by Eduardo Kobra 

 

 
Museum of Tomorrow – Museo do Amanhã  
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Museum: Children looking at 
slides presentation on 3 screens 

View from the museum: Marco Polo between two large 
ships  

 
During our visit to the museum a thunderstorm started. When we walked outside it was 
pouring. Fortunately we were near the tram stop and we did not get completely wet.  
It rained till we sailed away at 24.00. We stayed on deck for a long time to make pictures of 
Rio by night.  
My first acquaintance with Rio had been a very pleasant one. 
 
After Rio de Janeiro it took 3 days to Argentina and we hoped we would like Buenos Aires 
too.  
 

 
Rio by night  
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Blog 7 Argentina and Uruguay; queen 

Maxima and carnival 

Buenos Aires (Argentina) 29 - 30 January 

History in a nutshell 
The first Europeans arrived in the region in 1502 with the voyage of Amerigo Vespucci. The 
Spanish founded Buenos Aires in 1580. The country declared itself independent on 9 July 
1816.  
At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century the country was rich, stable and 
peaceful. After the recession in 1930 Argentina knew periods of Peronism and of military 
dictatorships. It has a democracy since 1983, when it lost the Falklands War. 
Argentina has the second largest economy in South America and is a member of the G-15 
and G-20 major economies. 
Between 1857 and 1950 Argentina was the country with the second biggest immigration 
wave in the world, with 6.6 million immigrants, second to the United States. The most 
immigrants are from Italy and Spain, like our Queen Maxíma, who has Spanish and Italian 
roots. There are immigrants with an Arabian background and from South American countries 
like Bolivia, Paraguay and Peru. 
 
Buenos Aires 
Buenos Aires has approximately 3 million inhabitants and it is the largest city in Latin 
America. It is the capital of Argentina. It is known for its European-style architecture and of 
course for the tango. 
We stayed in Buenos Aires for two days.  The first day we attended an organized excursion, 
called 'Highlights of Buenos Aires'. 
 

 
Route excursion Buenos Aires 
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Our guide was experienced, but did not give extended information. The start of the 
excursion was not ideal; we stayed in the traffic congestion most of the time. Finally we 
reached La Boca, a colourful old part of the town and we stayed there for 20 minutes to take 
pictures and look around. It has been built by Italian immigrants of Genoa in the early 20th 
century. Back in the coach, we drove to a new part of Buenos Aires, where all the streets 
have names of important women. There is a Queen of Holland Square (Plaza Reina Holanda).  
 

  
La Boca 

 
 
Besides the modern parts, we saw a lot of classical buildings.  
At the Plaza del Mayo, we visited the former working palace of the present pope, the 
Cathedral. Our guide forgot to mention that we were near the place where since the 70s the 
mothers demonstrate against the military regime and ask for clarity about the 
disappearance of their children. So Jan and I left the cathedral to see this memorable place. 
 

  
Cathedral President's palace 
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Plaza de Mayo  

 

 
Teatro Colón: Opera house 

 
For some people the highlight of the excursion was a visit to the tomb of Evita Peron. We did 
not like the village of grave tombs (Cementerio de la Recoleta) and had no patience to queue 
to see the tomb and to make a selfie before the tomb. We went back to our coach. 
 

  
Cementerio de la Recoleta 
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The next day we intended to visit the Nature Reserve Park with Emma and Koos, not far 
from the ship. It was a tip from Sue Walsh, one of our lecturers. It was a good tip, however 
the park was closed. Near the park was a long boulevard, where you could walk and see the 
park and its water and we discovered a lot of birds.  
 

 
Walking route Buenos Aires 

 

 
Emma, Jan & Koos 

  
Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur 
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Buenos Aires: modern buildings  Anne Frank Queen Maximá  

 
We went back via a nice boulevard and crossed the Square of our Queen Maxíma, where we 
saw a statue of Anne Frank and of Maxíma as a child. A second Maxíma statue was not on its 
pedestal. That’s what we thought. Later we discovered on Internet, that the holes in the foot 
of the statue were fountain holes. The fountain was not sprinkling that day. 
We enjoyed our walk very much and went happy aboard. 
 
 
 

 
Buenos Aires by night 
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Montevideo (Uruguay) 31 January - 1 February 

The next day we berthed in Montevideo. We were full of expectations, because we heard a 
lot of curious facts in the lectures about the country. 
 
Uruguay became independent in 1828 after a war between Portugal and Spain. In the 20th 
century it has had several economic crises and military dictatorships. It is a democratic 
country since 1985.  
Montevideo is a town of approximately 1.3 million and the country has about 3.5 million 
inhabitants. The country has a lot of immigrants from Cuba, the Dominican Republic and 
recently from Venezuela. 
Until now we did not have much knowledge about Uruguay.  
It is an amazing country. The last 20 years they have a government of the left wing. The last 
president refused to accept a large salary, because he did not like the idea to get more 
payment then a workman. The president is chosen for 5 years and cannot be re-elected, 
because presidents are not allowed to participate in politics. 
 
We heard other particular facts. The country is called Latin American Holland, because 
marihuana is legally allowed. The government argues that the trade is more or less under 
control, because there is less crime now. The crime rate is one of the lowest in South 
America and they hardly know corruption. 
The government promotes to consume healthy food and you may not find salt in the 
restaurants now. When you asks for it, the waiter will serve it and you will get a warning that 
salt is unhealthy. 
 
The carnival is different from other South-American countries. It starts at the end of January, 
regardless of the actual date of Carnival. There are competitions of different groups, which 
you may visit. There are parody groups, groups with political critic (El Candombe), groups 
inspired by African drums (La Murga), comedians and different groups with a lot of singers. 
We were lucky; we got tickets for such a Carnival competition. 
 

 
Montevideo: port 
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Route excursion Montevideo 

 
The first day we did an excursion. Our guide talked very slowly, we think she has had a 
stroke, because she did not walk well and one leg behaved strange. In the bus she asked 
every individual passenger if they had questions and later she replied to all those questions. 
She gave us very much information.  
We saw the highlights of the centre and drove out of the town and saw the beautiful beach 
with a lot of green bushes. It looked very attractive.  
 

  
Plaza Independa Beach at Rambla Armenia 

 

 
Plaza de la Armada 
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Monumento la Carreta 

 
Jan and I visited the Carnival museum in the afternoon. I was so amazed. The cloths looked 
like the dresses of the Carnival of my home region Bergen op Zoom. In our region we wear   
very different dresses apart from the other regions in the south of the Netherlands. 
 

   
Montevideo Carnival museum 

 
We got tickets for a Carnival event in the evening and we went there with Koos and Emma.  
It was so lovely. The music and the singing were very good. We did not understand the 
words of the parodies, but we noticed that the local Uruguay people thought it was funny 
and to the point.  
After this nice evening we went for a drink on the ship in the Scott's bar and then it was time 
to go to bed.  
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Mieke, Emma, Koos, Jan before the show 

 

  
El Candombe: drums and dance El Candombe: drums 
 
 

 
La Murga performance: singing and political critic group 

 
The second day we looked for souvenirs and we had to spend the rest of our Uruguay 
money. We succeeded.  
After these 2 lovely days, we were very excited. We were close to see the penguins in the 
Falklands! 
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Blog 8 Falkland Islands, Chile and Argentina 

Falklands Islands (British Overseas Territory) 

 
Location Falkland Islands 

 
The Falkland Islands are an archipelago, with an area of 4,700 square miles (12,000 square 
kilometres) and contain East Falkland, West Falkland and 776 smaller islands. 
The Falklands have internal self-governance and the UK takes responsibility for their defence 
and foreign affairs. Port Stanley is the capital of the islands. 
The population of approximately 3,400 inhabitants primarily consists of native-born Falkland 
Islanders, the majority of British descent.  
There are strict rules to keep the island free of unwished animals and plants. One may not 
import domestic animals as cats and no food with grain, fruit, milk products or flowers. 
These rules go for all the Falkland Islands.  
The first recorded landing on the islands is assigned to the English captain John Strong in 
1690. In the 18th century the fight began with the Spanish and later with independent 
Argentina. In the twentieth century there have been numerous negotiations. In 1982 
Argentina invaded the islands and a war began. Argentina lost. 
 
There is a lot to say about the war with Argentina. 99% of the Falkland people want the 
situation to stay as it is and is grateful that Britain defended them.  
There are still people in Argentina who think that the country belongs to Argentina. It 
remains an emotional issue.  
I think that I would be furious if a foreign country occupied my country by force. The 
Falkland inhabitants were powerless.  
We heard from an Argentinean guide in Ushuaia that Argentina sent inexperienced, young 
men from the North to fight against the British. The Argentinean people were furious about 
this waste of young lives. That is one of the reasons they ended the military dictatorship.  

Port Stanley: penguins, 4  February 

We left Montevideo (Uruguay) on the 1st of February at 15.00. The weather had been nice 
until now and we all were excited to finally see the penguins. The sea had been very calm 
most of the time. Saturday the 2nd February there was a strong wind (force 8) but it 
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decreased and we arrived with fine weather on the 4th in Port Stanley. The Falkland 
islanders told us that they have 8 days a year with such a nice weather. We were lucky again. 
The ship had to anchor, because the port of Port Stanley is not suitable for ships as large or 
larger as the Marco Polo. In such cases we have to use the lifeboats to tender. The sea was 
still calm, so everything went easy. 
We went ashore at about 13.30. We walked in the little town and took some pictures.  
 

 
 

 
Falkland Islands, Port Stanley 

 
 
 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/01verslag8.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/02verslag8.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/03verslag8.jpg


44 
 

Later we were picked up by a minibus to visit a penguin place. After 20 minutes with the 
minibus, we moved to a 4 by 4 car and drove through the rough country. Finally we arrived 
at Bluff Cove, a place with a lot of penguins. We saw the king penguins and the gentoo 
penguins. The Magellanic penguins should be there too, but not on this day. Apparently they 
had other plans.  
The penguins were standing close to another, looking around, some walked away and went 
for a swim in the sea and others were fighting.  
I saw a penguin sitting on an egg. Most penguin babies were already about 1 meter high. The 
penguins were lovely to see. The drivers of the minibus told a lot about their island and we 
have a lot of respect how they manage their community and land. 
 

 
Port Stanley: from the Marco Polo to the penguins 

 
 

 
Bluff Cove 
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Penguin on an egg Penguin calls for his parents 

 

 
Colony near the sea  

 

 
Penguins going swiming 
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Carcass Island: on a distance, 5 February 

The next day we anchored near Carcass Island, a beautiful island with a lot of wildlife. There 
are penguins too. It is almost uninhabited and belongs to a private person. You have to 
tender to visit the island.  
 

 
 

 
 
We intended to do a long walk. There were two boats on its way to the island already, when 
we were seated in the third tender boat. However, when everyone had taken his seat, we 
had to leave the boat. The captain judged it too windy and too much swell. So we stayed on 
the Marco Polo and took pictures of the island from the deck.  
 
Emma and Koos, who did not succeed to visit the penguins in Port Stanley, were on the 2nd 
tender and reached the island. They told us that they saw lots of penguins and birds. It was 
beautiful they said. We were very happy for them. Emma made even a video with a penguin 
who threw a stone at another penguin.  
After this a little disappointing day, we pursued our voyage to Chile. 
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Tender Carcass Island from the Marco Polo 

 

 
  Rock islands in front of the coast of Carcass Island 

Punta Arenas (Chile) 7 February 

Punta Arenas is the capital of Chile's southernmost region’ Magellanes and Antarctica 
Chilena’ and is located in the Straits of Magellan. The city has approximately 126,000 
inhabitants. 
 
On 20th September 1519, the Magellan expedition sailed from Spain, with the intention of 
finding the waterway to the territories of the East Indies. The Magellan fleet (5 ships and 260 
crew members), performed the most extreme adventure of mankind in a journey of more 
than three years sailing over unknown oceans, and uncharted territories. Only 18 crew 
members on the Victoria got back to Spain after circumnavigating the globe. Magellan was 
killed during the expedition, but prior to his death he discovered the strait he had been 
seeking; the Strait of Magellan as it later became known. 
The first settlement was established in 1584 by the Spanish. In the mid-nineteenth century, 
Chile used the place as a penal colony and a disciplinary posting for militaries with 
'behavioural' problems. 
Now it is a modern city and often used as a base for Antarctic expeditions. 
The Marco Polo berthed in a port, 10 miles (15 kilometres) from the centre. We took the 
shuttle bus to visit the centre. We looked around and took some pictures.  
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It is summer now in South America and the people have their summer holidays. We saw a lot 
of South American tourists. 
On the main square Plaza Munos Gamero we saw some women demonstrating for women 
rights and they were filmed by the television.  
We found a nice little cafe to drink coffee and to use the WIFI.  
 

  
Magellan-statue Cathedral Puntas Arenas 

 

 
Market stalls on Plaza Munos Gamero 

  
From Carcass Island to Puntas Arenas Route from the port to the centre 
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Plaza Munos Gamero 

 
After we had read our mail and I had uploaded my weblogs on my website, we walked a 
little in the town and along the boulevard. 
We admired the street art on the walls of the houses and on run-down sheds. The paintings 
were so real, that one hardly could distinguish which doors and windows were real and 
which not. 
 

 
 

Street art near the boulevard 
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We saw an impressive statue on the boulevard, named the Goleto Ancud monument. It 
recalls the conquest of the Magellan Street by the Chileans in 1843 
 
On the boulevard too were a lot of South American tourists, taking pictures of each other 
and of the sights.  
After having admired all the beautiful art objects, we enjoyed the fresh sea air and watching 
a large colony of imperial cormorants.  
We went back by the shuttle bus to the Marco Polo and were in time for our lunch. 
 

 

  
Cormorants 

 

Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego (Argentina) 8 February 

Ushuaia is the capital of Tierra del Fuego. It is commonly regarded as the southernmost city 
in the world or 'the end of the World'.  
In the past Ushuaia was a missionary base, a penal colony and a naval base for the Argentine 
navy. This base was used during the Falkland war.  
 

 
Monumento a los Tripulantes de la Goleta Ancud 
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Tierra del Fuego is an archipelago, bisected and divided; a part belongs to Chile and the part, 
in which Ushuaia lies, belongs to Argentina. 
The archipelago consists of a main island, Isla Grande de Tierra del Fuego, with an area of 
18,572 square mile, and a group of smaller islands.  
The archipelago is separated from the South American main land by the Strait of Magellan.  
In the south of the main island flows the Beagle Channel from east to west  
 

 
The first inhabitants of Tierra del Fuego, the Selk’nam-Indians also called Ona, lived here 
10,000 years ago.  
The British ship HMS Beagle reached the channel in 1833, during its maiden voyage 
surveying Tierra del Fuego. Ushuaia was founded informally in the 19th century by British 
missionaries, before the Argentine officials arrived there on a permanent basis. The people 
who lived on Ushuaia were the Yámana people. They lived almost naked in this cold and wet 
climate. In the summer the maximum is 14° C (57°F) and in the winter the maximum is 4.5° C 
(40°F) and there is frequent snow and there are showers. Cloths become wet and with wet 
cloths you are cold. The Yámana people made a lot of fires on the island to keep them warm. 
That is why the island is called 'Tierra del Fuego', the first European visitors saw al those fires 
from a far distance. 
 
7 - 8 February, we travelled from Punta Arenas to Ushuaia. First we sailed in the Strait of 
Magellan and then we continued our voyage in the Beagle Channel. Most of the sailing was 
at night and we could not enjoy the beautiful scenery.  
In the Chilean part we crossed the Alberto Agostini National Park and in the Argentinean 
part we passed the Tierra del Fuego National Park.  
When I woke up in the early morning of 8 February I looked out of the window. There was 
not much daylight yet, but the view was spectacular. I dressed quickly and I went to the deck 
to watch and to make pictures. There were snowy mountains, glaciers, rocks, waterfalls and 
fjords. The glaciers were beautiful.  
 
 

 
From Punta Arenas to Ushuaia  
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Alberto Agostini National Park 

 
Alberto Agostini National Park: glacier Romanche 

 
Alberto Agostini National Park: glacier Italia 
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Alberto Agostini National Park: Gordon Island 

 

  
Alberto Agostini National Park: afterdeck 

 
We and a lot of other passengers spent the whole morning on deck enjoying the view and 
taking pictures. We had a fast breakfast in Marco’s bistro. The bistro has a good view outside 
and you are able to go quickly to the afterdeck to take pictures. 
The Marco Polo berthed, an hour late, in the port near the city centre of Ushuaia.  
 

 
Ushuaia 

https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/18verslag8.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/17verslag8b.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/19verslag8.jpg
https://reisblog.miekedewaal.nl/afbverslag8/19verslag8b.jpg


54 
 

In the port we had company of a Dutch sailing ship, called the Europa. We visited this three-
master in Amsterdam during Sail 2015, a maritime event with all kinds of ships. The crew 
told us about their voyages and we never had expected that we would meet them again in 
South America. 
 

  
Dutch three-master ’Europa‘ Pan-American Highway  

 
In Ushuaia we took an excursion to the National Park of Tierra del Fuego. 
The Park borders the Beagle Channel and contains unique and isolated plants and wildlife. 
From Ushuaia we drove on the National Route 3. This is a Pan-American Highway from 
Alaska to the 'end of the world' in the National Park Tierra del Fuego.  
 

 
Excursion from Ushuaia to the National Park Tierra del Fuego 
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Maybe we will see the beginning of this Highway some time in the future? However, to call it 
'highway' here is a little exaggerated; the way is actually a small sandy track. 
 
In the Park are condors, giant black carpenter birds, southern parrots, thrushes, fishing 
martins and beavers. The last were introduced to the area for their fur, but because the 
weather is not harsh enough, the quality of their fur is poor. They have, however, caused 
serious environmental damage and near the beaver dams you may see the dead and fallen 
trees all around. We saw the beaver dams, fallen trees and some birds, but unfortunately no 
beavers or condors. 
The Park has numerous walking trails, we walked little parts of some and we wished we 
could have stayed longer. We went back to Ushuaia, but to us it was too soon. 
 

  
National Park Tierra del Fuego: Post Office at the end of the world 

 

 
Bay Ensenada Zaratiegui 
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Rio Lapataia.  In the distance clouds of dust from the cars on the National Route 3  

 

 
Lapataia.  Mini camper at the car park at the end of the National Route 3 

 

 
Bay Lapataia 
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Ushuaia 

 

 
Port Ushuaia 

 
That night we left for a spectacular journey of 4 days: first to Cape Horn, next through the 
Beagle Channel, along the Alberto de Agostini National Park Coastline, through the English 
Narrow passage and at last through the Darwin and Moraleda Canal Passages.  
The report of this voyage will be written in blog 9 in part 2. 
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Preview contents part 2 
I hope to finish this part not later than May 2021. 

Blog 9 From Ushuaia to Port Montt, 4 sea days 
Cape Horn 8 February 
The Beagle Channel 8 February 
The Alberto de Agostini National Park 9 - 10 February 
The English Narrows 11 February 
The Darwin & Moraleda Canal Passage 12 February 

Blog 10 Chile  
Puerto Montt 13 February  
Valparaiso 15 - 16 February  
Arica 19 February  

Blog 11 Peru & Ecuador  
Callao for Lima (Peru) 21 February  
Guayaquil (Ecuador) 24 - 25 February  
Manta (Ecuador) 26 February  

Blog 12 Panama, Colombia & Caribbean  
Panama Canal l 28 February  
Cartagena (Colombia) 1st March  
Caribbean: Kingstown, Bequia, Mayreau and Bridgetown 4 - 6 March 

Blog 13 From the Caribbean to Bussum  
From the Caribbean to the Azores 7 - 12 March  
Ponta Delgada, São Miguel (Azores) 13 March  
From the Azores to Bristol 13 - 17 March  
Bristol – Harwich 17 March  
Hoek van Holland – Bussum 18 March  

Blog 14 Questions and answers 
The MS Marco Polo  
Food and drinks 
Life on board  

The final voyage of the Marco Polo  
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